Summer Before 6th Grade- Summary of Book Choices

Snicker of- @aglc {Iexuie 680, DRA 50+]
Introducing an extraordinary debut that will make your skin tingle, your eyes
glisten...and your heart sing. Midnight Guich used to be a magical place, a town

“where people could sing up thunderstorms and dance up sunflowers, But that was

long ago, before a curse drove the magic away. Twelve-year- -old Felicity knows all
about things like that; her nomadic mother is cursad with a wandering heart.

But when she arrives in Midnight Guich, Felicity thinks her luck's about to change. A
"word collector,” Felicity sees words everywhere — shining above strangers, tuckad
into church eves, and tangled up her dog's floppy ears — but Midnight Gulch is the
first place she's ever seen the word "home.” And then there’s Jonah, a mysterious,
spiky-haired do-gooder who shimmers with words Felicity's never seen before, words

| that make Felicity's heart beat a little faster. (source: scholastic.com})

Three Cups of Tea - Young Reader’s Edition {nonfiction) [lexife 910, DRA 60+]
The astonishing, uplifting story of a real-life Indiana Jones and his humanitarian
campaign to use-education to combat terrorism in the Taliban's backyard. This is

the story of an individual's power to change lives: Greg Mortenson, a homeless
mountaineer who, following a 1993 climb of Pakistan's treacherous K2. He was
inspired by a chance encounter with poor mountain villagers and promised to build-
them a school. Over the next decade he built fifty-five schools that offer a balanced
education in one of the most isolated and dangerous regions on earth. The book
chronicles Mortenson’s quest, and combines adventure with a celebratlon of the
humanitarian spirit. (adapted from amazon.com)
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Yeg/itistrue: Daniel Xis special. X- traordinarily special
He may be justa kid, but Daniel is strong enough to fig
it's a good thing, because not many guys you meet have a host of deadly criminals

The Dangerous Déys of Daniel X [lexile 800s, DRA 50-60]

hythi

hunting them to the ends of the Earth. And none of them are extraterrestriafs. Daniel
is the only one who might be able to eliminate every last intergalactic evil on the List of
Alien Outlaws on Terra Firma. Because the greatest superpower isn't to be part .
spider and part man, or to cast magic spells - the ultimate gift is the power fo create.

(source: amazon.comm)

Tall Story [lexile 670, DRA 50+]
Andi is short. And she has lots of wishes. She wishes she could play on the school

basketball team, she wishes for her own bedroom, but most of all she wishes that her
long-lost haif-brother, Bernardo, could come and live in London where he belongs.
Then Andi's biggest wish comes true and she's minutes away from becoming
someone's little sister. As she waits anxiously for Bernardo to arrive from the
Philippines, she hopes he'll turn out to be tall and just as crazy as she is about
basketball. When he finally arrives, he's tall all right. Eight feet tafl, in fact—plagued by
a condition called Gigantism and troubled by secrets that he believes led to his
phenomenal growth. The book explores a touching sibling relationship and the clash
of two very different cultures. (Source: amazon.com)

world. And”




Out of my mind [fexile 700, DRA 40+]

Eleven-year-old Melody has a photographic memory. Her head is like a video camera
that is always recording. Always. And there's no delete button. She's the smartest kid
in her whole school, but no one knows it. Most people — her teachers and doctors
included — don't think she's capable of learning, and untit recently her school days -
consisted of listening to the same preschool-level alphabet lessons again and again. If
only she could speak up, if only she could tell people what she thinks and knows...but
she can't, because Melody can't talk. She can't walk. She can't write. Being stuck
inside her head is making Melody go out of her mind — that is, until she discovers
something that will aiow her to speak for the first time ever. At last Melody has a
voice, but not everyone around her is ready fo hear it. (et ready to meet a girl whose
voice you'll never, ever forget. A story of heartache and hope. (Source: scholastic)

‘Peak {lexile 760, DRA 60]
After Peak Marcello is arrested for scaling a New York City skyscraper, he's left with

" two choices: wither away in Juvenile Detention or go live with his long-lost father, who
runs a climbing company in Thailand. But Peak quickly learns that his father's
renewed interest in him has strings attached. Big strings. He wants Peak to be the
youngest person to reach the Everest summit — and his motives are selfish at best.
Even so, for a climbing addict like Peak, tackling Everest is the challenge of a lifetime.
But it's also one that could cost him his fife. Roland Smith has created an
action-packed adventure about friendship, sacrifice, family, and the drive to take on
Everest, despite the incredible risk. Peak is a novel that readers won't be able to put

down. (source: amazon.com)

Because of Mr. Terupt [lexile 560, lével 40+]
Features seven narrators, each with a unique story, and each with a different

perspective on what makes their teacher so special.

new girl; smart and perceptive, who's having a hard time fitting iri; Alexia, a bully, your .
friend one second, your enemy the next; Peter, class prankster and troublemaker;
Luke, the brain; Danielle, who never stands up for herself, shy Anna, whose home
situation makes her an outcast; and Jeffrey, who hates school. Only Mr. Terupt, their
new and energetic teacher, seems to know how to deal with them all. He makes the
classroom a fun place, even if he doesn't let them get away with much . . . until the
snowy winter day when an accident changes everything—and everyone. -

Lions of Little Rock [lexile 630, DRA 60] y
As twelve-year-old Marlee starts middle school in 1958 Little Rock, it feels like her

whole world is falling apart. Until she meets Liz, the new girl at school. Liz is
everything Marlee wishes she could be: she's brave, brash and always knows the
right thing to say. But when Liz leaves school without even a goodbye, the rumor is
that Liz was caught passing for white. Marlee decides that doesn't matter. She just
wants her friend back. And to stay friends, Marlee and Liz are even willing to take on
segregation and the dangers their friendship could bring to both their families. -

_It's the start of ifth grade for seven kids at-Snow:Hill:Schaok- There's.. . Jessica, the:. P




